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Christmas Celebrations 
at Saint Luke’s 

 

 
 
 

Christmas Eve, December 24 

6:00 pm   
Family Eucharist & Pageant 

9:00 pm 
Candlelight Eucharist with Choir 

Christmas Day, December 25 
10:00 am 

Holy Eucharist with Hymns 
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ADVENT LESSONS & CAROLS  

 
 

GATHERING THE PEOPLE OF GOD 

As the congregation gathers, the church is dimly lit.  Worshippers will be given candles that will be lit 
during the opening processions. 

The Introit  

All stand as the cantor sings the introit from the rear of the church. 

Behold, the desire of all nations will come, and the house of the Lord will     
be filled with glory. 

A Bidding Prayer 

Beloved in Christ, in this season of Advent, let it be our care and delight to prepare 
ourselves to hear again the message of the Angels, and in heart and mind to go 
even unto Bethlehem, to see the Babe lying in a manger. 

Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God 
from the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought us 
by God’s holy Child; and let us look forward to the yearly remembrance of Christ’s 
birth with hymns and songs of praise. 
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But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and goodwill over 
all the earth; for the mission and unity of the Church for which Christ died, and 
especially in this country and within this region. 

And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time remember 
in his name the poor and the helpless; the hungry and the oppressed; the sick and 
those who mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and young children; and all 
those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin have 
grieved his heart of love. 

Lastly, let us remember before God Christ’s pure and humble Mother, and all those 
who rejoice with us, but upon another shore and in a greater light, that multitude 
which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with 
whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one. 

These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the 
words which Christ himself hath taught us: 

Our Father . . . . 

The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; 
and unto the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. 
Amen. 

The Entrance O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

As a cantor sings the first verse, acolytes take fire from the Advent Candle and pass it to the congregation.  
They in turn light one another’s candles from the flame. 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely 
exile here until the Son of God appear. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to 
thee, O Israel. 

The next verse is sung by the choir as the procession moves to the front of the church. 

O come, thou Wisdom from on high, who orderest all things mightily; to us the 
path of knowledge show, and teach us in her ways to go. Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
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The congregation then joins in the hymn. 

 

Words: Latin, ca. 9th cent.; ver. Hymnal 1940, alt. 
Music: Veni, veni, Emmanuel, plainsong, Mode 1, Processionale, 15th cent.; adapt. Thomas 

Helmore (1811–1890); acc. Richard Proulx (b. 1937) 
Copyright: Music: Both accompaniments copyright © 1975, G.I.A. Publications, Inc. 
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PREPARING FOR THE MESSIAH 

The congregation is seated for the following lessons and hymn responses 

First Lesson Genesis 2:4b-9, 15 – 3:15 

God created the f i rs t  man and woman to l ive  on obedience in the Garden o f  
Eden, but they rebe l  and care cast  out . 

In the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens, when no plant of 
the field was yet in the earth and no herb of the field had yet sprung up—for the 
LORD God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was no one to till 
the ground;  but a stream would rise from the earth, and water the whole face of 
the ground—  then the LORD God formed man from the dust of the ground, and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a living being.  
And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east; and there he put the 
man whom he had formed.  Out of the ground the LORD God made to grow 
every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, the tree of life also in 
the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  The 
LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it.  
And the LORD God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of 
the garden; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, 
for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.” Then the LORD God said, “It is not 
good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper as his partner.”   So 
out of the ground the LORD God formed every animal of the field and every bird 
of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and 
whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name.  The man gave 
names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; 
but for the man there was not found a helper as his partner.  So the LORD God 
caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took one of his 
ribs and closed up its place with flesh.  And the rib that the LORD God had taken 
from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man.  Then the man 
said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this one shall be 
called Woman, for out of Man this one was taken.” Therefore a man leaves his 
father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become one flesh.  And 
the man and his wife were both naked, and were not ashamed.  
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Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD 
God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from 
any tree in the garden’?”  The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the 
fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the 
tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’”  
But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; for God knows that when 
you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good 
and evil.”  So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it 
was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, 
she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was 
with her, and he ate.  Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that 
they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for 
themselves.  They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the 
time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the 
presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden.  But the LORD God 
called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?”  1He said, “I heard the 
sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid 
myself.”  He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the 
tree of which I commanded you not to eat?”  The man said, “The woman whom 
you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.”  Then the 
LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman 
said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.”  The LORD God said to the serpent, 
“Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals  and among all 
wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days 
of your life.  I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your 
offspring and hers; he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.” 

 

Hymnal #60 Creator of the Stars of night 
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Second Lesson Isaiah 11:1-9 

The Spir i t  o f  the Lord wi l l  res t  upon the Holy One 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 
roots. The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear 
of the LORD. His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by 
what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall 
judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the 
earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the 
wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt 
around his loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with 
the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead 
them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and 
the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the 
asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt 
or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of 
the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 

Hymnal #68 Rejoice, Rejoice Believers 

 

Third Lesson Isaiah 40:1-11 

God comforts  his  people  and cal l s  on them to prepare for  redemption 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and 
cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has 
received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. A voice cries out: “In the 
wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for 
our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory 
of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of 
the LORD has spoken.” A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All 
people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, 
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the flower fades, when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are 
grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand 
forever. Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up 
your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; 
say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the Lord LORD comes with 
might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense 
before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his 
arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 

Hymnal #67 Comfort, comfort ye, my people 

 

Fourth Lesson Isaiah 64:1-9a 

God is  ca l l ed to act  and come upon us .  

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains 
would quake at your presence—as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes 
water to boil—to make your name known to your adversaries, so that the nations 
might tremble at your presence! When you did awesome deeds that we did not 
expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. From ages past no 
one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who 
works for those who wait for him. You meet those who gladly do right, those who 
remember you in your ways. But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid 
yourself we transgressed. We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our 
righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like 
the wind, take us away. There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to 
take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into 
the hand of our iniquity. Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you 
are our potter; we are all the work of your hand. Do not be exceedingly angry, O 
LORD, and do not remember iniquity forever. 

Hymnal #65 Prepare the way, O Zion 
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Fifth Lesson Baruch 4:36-5:9 

The scr ibe Baruch urges  the people  to look east  because salvat ion is  at  hand 

Look toward the east, O Jerusalem, and see the joy that is coming to you from 
God. Look, your children are coming, whom you sent away; they are coming, 
gathered from east and west, at the word of the Holy One, rejoicing in the glory of 
God. Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem, and put on 
forever the beauty of the glory from God. Put on the robe of the righteousness that 
comes from God; put on your head the diadem of the glory of the Everlasting; for 
God will show your splendor everywhere under heaven. For God will give you 
evermore the name, “Righteous Peace, Godly Glory.” Arise, O Jerusalem, stand 
upon the height; look toward the east, and see your children gathered from west 
and east at the word of the Holy One, rejoicing that God has remembered them. 
For they went out from you on foot, led away by their enemies; but God will bring 
them back to you, carried in glory, as on a royal throne. For God has ordered that 
every high mountain and the everlasting hills be made low and the valleys filled up, 
to make level ground, so that Israel may walk safely in the glory of God. The 
woods and every fragrant tree have shaded Israel at God’s command. For God will 
lead Israel with joy, in the light of his glory, with the mercy and righteousness that 
come from him. 

Hymn People, Look East 
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Words: Eleanor Farjeon (1881–1965) 
Music: Besançon Carol, harm. John L. Hooker (b. 1944) 
Copyright: Words: © 1957 Eleanor Farjeon; Reprinted by permission of Harold Ober Associates, Inc. 

Music: Harm. © 1997 John L. Hooker. 
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Sixth Lesson Isaiah 7:10-15 

God promises  that a chi ld shal l  be conce ives  who shal l  be known as “God 
With Us” 

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be 
deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the 
LORD to the test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little 
for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself 
will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and 
shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how 
to refuse the evil and choose the good.” 

Solo Lo, How a rose e’er blooming 

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung! Of Jesse’s lineage 
coming as seers of old have sung. It came, a blossom bright, a mid the cold of 
winter, when half spent was the night. 

Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, the Rose I have in mind, with Mary we behold it, the virgin 
mother kind. To show God’s love aright, she bore to us a Savior, when half spent 
was the night. 

O Flower, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the wair, dispel in glorious 
splendor the darkness everywhere; true man, yet very God, from sin and death now 
save us, and share our every load. 
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Hymn Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 

 

Words: Charles Wesley (1707–1788) 
Music: Stuttgart, melody from Psalmodia Sacra, oder Andächtige und Schöne Gesange, 1715; adapt. and 

harm. William Henry Havergal (1793–1870), alt. 
 

Seventh Lesson Micah 5:2-4 

The one who is  to rule  Israe l  wi l l  be born in Bethlehem 

You, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you 
shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, 
from ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is 
in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of 
Israel. And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the 
majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for now he 
shall be great to the ends of the earth. 
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Solo He shall feed his flock like a shepherd 
 from Messiah, G. F. Handel 

He shall feed his flock like a shepherd and he shall gather the lambs with His arm, 
and carry them in His bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young. 
Come unto [Him], all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and [He shall]give you 
rest. Take [his] yoke upon you, and learn of [Him]; for [he is] meek and lowly of 
heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 

 

Eighth Lesson Zephaniah 3:14-18 

The Lord wi l l  be among us ;  we are summoned to re jo i ce  and s ing.  

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
O daughter Jerusalem! The LORD has taken away the judgments against you, he has 
turned away your enemies. The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall 
fear disaster no more. On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O 
Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a 
warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you 
in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing as on a day of festival. 

Hymn Redeemer of the nations, come 
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Words: Att. to Ambrose of Milan (340–397); tr. Charles P. Price (b. 1920) 
Music: Puer nobis, melody from Trier MS., 15th cent.; adapt. Michael Praetorius (1571–1621); 

harm. Cowley Carol Book, 1902 
Copyright: Words: ©1982, Charles P. Price.  
 
 

Ninth Lesson Luke 1:26-38 

The Angel  Gabrie l  announces to the Virgin Mary that she wi l l  bear the Son 
of  the Most High 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, 
favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and 
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pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will 
be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne 
of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I 
am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be 
holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age 
has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be 
barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the 
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel 
departed from her. 

 

The Magnificat (Song of Mary) 

The Cantor sings the antiphon, which is repeated by the congregation. 

 

 

My soul doth magnify the Lord, * 
 and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. 

For he hath regarded * 
 the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold from henceforth * 
 all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me, * 
 and holy is his Name. 
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And his mercy is on them that fear him * 
 throughout all generations. 

He hath showed strength with his arm; * 
 he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat, * 
 and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things, * 
 and the rich he hath sent empty away.  

 

 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, * 
 as he promised to our forefathers, 
 Abraham and his seed for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
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Offertory Hymn Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding 

During the singing of this hymn an offering will be taken for the support of the mission of the Church. 

 

Words: Latin, ca. 6th cent.; tr. Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1861, alt. 
Music: Merton, William Henry Monk (1823–1889); desc. Alan Gray (1855–1935) 
Copyright: Music: Descant used by permission of Cambridge University Press. 
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CONCLUDING DEVOTIONS 

 

Responsive Reading of Revelation 1:1-8; 22:20-21  

Officiant The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his 
servants what must soon take place; he made it known by sending his 
angel to his servant John, who testified to the word of God and to the 
testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw.  

Peop le  Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of the prophecy, 
and blessed are those who hear and who keep what is written in 
it; for the time is near.  

Officiant John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to 
come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and from 
Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the 
ruler of the kings of the earth. 

Peop le  To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and 
made us to be a kingdom of priests serving his God and Father, 
to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.  

Officiant Behold! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him,  even 
those who pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth 
will wail.  

Peop le  So it is to be. Amen.  

Officiant “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who 
was and who is to come, the Almighty. The one who testifies to these 
things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” 

Peop le  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!  

Officiant The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints.  

Peop le  Amen. 
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The Collect for the First Sunday in Advent 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the 
armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ 
came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in 
his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life 
immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen.  

The Prayers 

Officiant We wait for thy loving-kindness, O Lord. 
Peop le  In the midst of thy temple. 

Officiant The whole creation pleads: 
Peop le  Come, Lord Jesus! 

Officiant The Spirit and the Church cry out: 
Peop le  Come, Lord Jesus! 

Officiant All those who await his appearance cry out: 
Peop le  Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! 

The Blessing 

May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in 
great humility, sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free from all 
sin. Amen.  

May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you 
steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love. Amen.  

May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be 
rewarded with unending life. Amen.  

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 

The Dismissal 

Hymnal #57 Lo! he comes with clouds descending
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