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THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
Processional Hymn My God, thy table now is spread 

 
Words: Sts. 1–3, Philip Doddridge (1702–1751), alt.; st. 4, Isaac Watts (1674–1748), alt. 
Music: Rockingham, melody from Second Supplement to Psalmody in Miniature, ca. 1780; adapt. 

Edward Miller (1731–1807); harm. Samuel Webbe (1740–1816) 
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The Penitential Order 

The Celebrant greets the people with these words. 

Blessed be the God of our salvation:  
People Who bears our burdens and forgives our sins. 

The Celebrant continues with the bidding  

Tonight we begin the Great Three Days of our Lord’s passion, death and 
resurrection, the journey from the supper table to the cross, from the cross to 
Easter dawn. We are followers in his way, exploring his truth, encountering his 
life.  
This is the night when Christ the Lamb of God gave himself into the hands of 
those who would betray him.  
This is the night when Christ gathered with his disciples in the upper room.  

This is the night when Christ our Lord gave us this holy feast, that as we break 
the bread and drink the cup we may here proclaim his holy sacrifice, and come 
at the last to his table in heaven.  
This is the night when Christ took a towel and washed the disciples’ feet, 
showing us how to honour and serve one another in love.  
This is the night for watching and prayer.  

We give ourselves freely to the demands of these great days, confident that those 
who die in Christ will surely live with him. 
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The Community is then called to confession with these words 

God shows great love for us in that while we were still sinners Christ died for 
us. Let us then confess our sins in penitence and faith. 

All say together 

God of all mercy,  
we confess that we have sinned against you,  
opposing your will in our lives.  
We have denied your goodness in each other,  
 in ourselves, and in the world you have created.  
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,  
 the evil we have done,  
 and the evil done on our behalf.  
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us  
through our Savior Jesus Christ,  
that we may abide in your love  
and serve only your will. Amen. 

The Priest, stands and says  

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen.  
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The Hymn of Praise  

 
Music: From New Plainsong; David Hurd (b. 1950) 
Copyright: Copyright © 1981, G.I.A. Publications, Inc. 
 
 
The Celebrant continues with the Collect of the Day 
 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us prayer. 

Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, instituted the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood: Mercifully grant that we may receive it 
thankfully in remembrance of Jesus Christ our Lord, who in these holy  
mysteries gives us a pledge of eternal life; and who now lives  and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever  and ever. Amen. 
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THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD OF GOD 

 

First Reading Exodus 12:1-14a 

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: “This month shall 
mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for 
you. Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they 
are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. If a household is 
too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the 
lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. Your 
lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep 
or from the goats. You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then 
the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. They 
shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the 
houses in which they eat it. They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall 
eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Do not eat any 
of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and 
inner organs. You shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that 
remains until the morning you shall burn. This is how you shall eat it: your loins 
girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat 
it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD. For I will pass through the land of 
Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both 
human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I 
am the LORD. The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: 
when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when 
I strike the land of Egypt. This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You 
shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD. 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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The Gradual Psalm Psalm 116:1, 10-17 

The Cantor sings the following refrain, which is then repeated by the Congregation.  The refrain 
is sung again by all after each section as indicated. 

 
 

1  I love the LORD, because he has heard the voice  
of my supplication, *  

because he has inclined his ear to me whenever  
I called upon him. 

 Refrain  

10  How shall I repay the LORD *  
for all the good things he has done for me?. 

11  I will lift up the cup of salvation *  
and call upon the Name of the LORD.  

12 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD *  
in the presence of all his people. 
 Refrain  

13  Precious in the sight of the LORD *  
is the death of his servants. 

14  O LORD, I am your servant; *  
I am your servant and the child of your handmaid; 
You have freed me from my bonds. 
 Refrain  

15  I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving *  
and call upon the Name of the LORD.  

16  I will fulfill my vows to the LORD *  
in the presence of all his people,. 

17  In the courts of the LORD’S house *  
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 

 Refrain  
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Second Reading 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the 
night when he  was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, 
he broke it and said, “This is  my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance 
of me.” In the same way he took the cup also,  after supper, saying, “This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink  it, in remembrance 
of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the  
Lord’s death until he comes.  
 
The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Sequence Hymn Where charity and love prevail 

 

 
Words: Latin, tr. J. Clifford Evers (b. 1916) 
Music: Cheshire, melody and bass from The Whole Booke of Psalmes, 1592, alt.; harm. Hymns III, 

1979 
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Gospel Verse Sung by Cantor 

A new commandment I give to you: * 
Love one another as I have loved you. 

(John 13:34) 

The Gospel John 13:1-17, 32b-35 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 
Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to 
depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in 
the world, he loved them to the end. The devil had already put it into the heart of 
Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper Jesus, knowing 
that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from 
God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and 
tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to 
wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around 
him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash 
my feet?" Jesus answered, "You do not know now what I am doing, but later 
you will understand." Peter said to him, "You will never wash my feet." Jesus 
answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no share with me." Simon Peter said to 
him, "Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!" Jesus said to him, 
"One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely 
clean. And you are clean, though not all of you." For he knew who was to betray 
him; for this reason he said, "Not all of you are clean." After he had washed 
their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, "Do 
you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord--and you are 
right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your 
feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have set you an example, 
that you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are 
not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent 
them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. Jesus said, 
"Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If 
God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will 
glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will 
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look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, `Where I am going, 
you cannot come.' I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. 
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will 
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another." 

The Gospel of the Lord 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ 

The Sermon  

At the Foot-washing 

The Celebrant introduces the Foot-washing with these words and may add additional 
instructions 

Friends in Christ, I invite you to come forward, that we may recall whose 
servants we are and remember his teaching, that what is done for us is also to be 
done for others. 

Those who desire to participate in this Gospel action come forward as directed by the Ushers.  
One or both feet may be washed. 

If you wash to change places and wash another personÕs feet, simply touch the should of the 
person who washed your feet and take their place.  Continue until you are replaced, or you 
request Fr. Dirk to take your place. 

During the action, the choir and people sing the hymn on the following page. 

Footwashing Hymn Jesu, Jesu fill us with your love 
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Words: John 13:1-17; adapt. Tom Colvin, 1969 
Music: Ghana Folk Song; adapt. Tom Colvin 1969; harm. Charles H. Webb, 1988 
Copyright: © 1969 Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream, IL 60188. All Rights Reserved. Used by 

permission. 
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The Prayers of the People 

Merciful God, on this, the night he was betrayed, your Son Jesus Christ washed 
his disciples’ feet. As we commit ourselves to following his example of love and 
service, teach us humility.  

God of grace,  
hear our prayer.  

On this night, Jesus prayed for his disciples to be one.  As we grieve for the 
divisions in the church, unite us.  

God of grace,  
hear our prayer.  

On this night, Jesus prayed for those who would come to believe through the 
disciples’ message. As we take up the mission of the church, renew our zeal.  

God of grace,  
hear our prayer.  

On this night, Jesus commanded his friends to love, but he suffered rejection 
himself. As we open our hearts to the rejected and the unloved, fill us with your 
love.  

God of grace,  
hear our prayer.  

On this night, Jesus reminded his people that, if the world hated them, it had 
hated him first. As we face our own fears, we pray for those who are persecuted 
for their faith; give us your peace.  

God of grace,  
hear our prayer.  

On this night, Jesus loved his friends to the very end. As we open our hearts to 
all who face darkness tonight, we pray for the sick, those who mourn, those 
trapped by violence, addiction, or pain: give healing and hope.  

God of grace,  
hear our prayer.  
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Faithful God, these are the prayers of your Church.  
We offer them trusting and hoping in you. Hear and help us, challenge 
and change us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Peace  

All stand. The Celebrant says to the people  

Christ has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross.  
People  We meet in Christ’s name and share his peace.  

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People  And also with you.  
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THE HOLY COMMUNION – RECEIVING CHRIST 

 

 
 
 

Offertory Hymn Let thy Blood in mercy poured 
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Words: Greek; tr. John Brownlie (1859–1925) 
Music: Jesus, meine Zuversicht, melody Johann Cruger (1598–1662); harm. after The Chorale 

Book for England, 1863 
 

 

 

 



18 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The people remain standing. The Celebrant faces them and says 

The Lord be with you.  
People  And also with you.  
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.  
People  We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of 
life and fountain of mercy, through Jesus Christ our Savior.  For our sins he was 
lifted high upon the cross, that he might draw the whole world to himself; and, 
by his suffering and death, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who 
put their trust in him. Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with 
the faithful of every generation, we lift our voices with all creation as we sing: 

Celebrant and People  

 
 
Section: The Holy Eucharist 
Title: The Holy Eucharist II, Holy, holy, holy Lord: Sanctus 
Music: From New Plainsong; David Hurd (b. 1950) 
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Then the Celebrant continues  

Blessed are you, gracious God, 
creator of the universe and giver of life. 
You formed us in your own image 
and called us to dwell in your infinite love. 
You gave the world into our care 
that we might be your faithful stewards 
and show forth your bountiful grace. 

But we failed to honor your image 
in one another and in ourselves; 
we would not see your goodness in the world around us; 
and so we violated your creation, 
abused one another, 
and rejected your love. 
Yet you never ceased to care for us, 
and prepared the way of salvation for all people. 

Through Abraham and Sarah 
you called us into covenant with you. 
You delivered us from slavery, 
sustained us in the wilderness, 
and raised up prophets 
to renew your promise of salvation. 
Then, in the fullness of time, 
you sent your eternal Word, 
made mortal flesh in Jesus. 
Born into the human family, 
and dwelling among us, 
he revealed your glory. 
Giving himself freely to death on the cross, 
he triumphed over evil, 
opening the way of freedom and life. 
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At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it 
or lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or 
place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be 
consecrated. 

On the night before he died for us, 
Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, 
and when he had given thanks to you, 
he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: 
“Take, eat: 
This is my Body which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, 
and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, and said: 
“Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is poured out for you and for all 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, 
do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
The Celebrant continues 

Remembering his death and resurrection, 
we now present to you from your creation 
this bread and this wine. 
By your Holy Spirit may they be for us 
the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Grant that we who share these gifts 
may be filled with the Holy Spirit 
and live as Christ’s Body in the world. 
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Bring us into the everlasting heritage 
of your daughters and sons, 
that with Mary, the Mother of Christ; Luke, our patron,  
and all your saints, 
past, present, and yet to come, 
we may praise your Name for ever. 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
to you be honor, glory, and praise, 
for ever and ever. AMEN. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen.  
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The Breaking of the Bread 

 

 
Music: From New Plainsong; David Hurd (b. 1950) 
Copyright: Copyright © 1981, G.I.A. Publications, Inc 

 

The Prayer of Humble Access 

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful  Lord, trusting in our 
own righteousness, but in thy manifold  and great mercies. We are not worthy so 
much as to gather  up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord  
whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore,  gracious Lord, so 
to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ,  and to drink his blood, that we may 
evermore dwell in him,  and he in us. Amen.   
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The Communion 

The Celebrant says the following Invitation  

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  
and may add  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 

and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  

The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to the people.  

The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words  

The Body (Blood) of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in  
everlasting life. [Amen.]  

or with these words  

The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.]  
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. [Amen.]  

All Christians of any age who are baptized with water in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit are invited to come to the altar to share with us in the communion of the body and blood 
of Christ.  

 Those who do not wish to receive may come to the altar to receive a blessing.  If you wish a 
blessing, please fold your arms across your chest to indicate you desire a blessing. 
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Communion Hymn Humbly I adore thee 
 

 
 
Words: Att. Thomas Aquinas (1225?–1274); sts. 1–3, tr. Hymnal 1940; st. 4, tr. Hymnal 1982 
Music: Adoro devote, French church melody, Mode 5, Processionale, 1697; acc. Charles Winfred Douglas 

(1867–1944), alt. 
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Procession to the Altar of Repose 

After Communion, the remaining Sacrament is taken to the Altar of Repose where it will stay 
until Communion on Good Friday.  Worshippers should kneel if they are able as the Blessed 
Sacrament passes in procession.  Otherwise, they may bow. 

 
Words: Att. St. Thomas Aquinas (1225?–1274); ver. Hymnal 1940, rev. 
Music: Pange lingua, plainsong, Mode 3, Zisterzienser Hymnar, 14th cent.; acc. Jackson Hill (b. 1941) 
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The Stripping of the Altar 

Once the Blessed Sacrament is place upon the Altar of Repose, the procession returns to the 
Church to strip the altar.  As the altar is stripped, it is also washed, which represent preparing 
the body for burial.  The choir and congregation sing the following chant during this time 

 
Words: Matthew 26, tr. Malcolm Naea Chun (b. 1954) 
Music: Jacques Berthier (1923–1994) 
Copyright: Music: © 1984 Taizé, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. 
 

At the conclusion of the stripping of the altar, the church is darkened as it is now a 
tomb. 

The service is not over, but it is time to depart.  Though we will go our several ways, 
like the disciples when our Lord was arrested, we will not be dismissed until the 
conclusion of the Great Vigil of Easter. 

The Watch at the Altar of Repose begins now.  All who desire time for prayer may 
gather in the parish hall before the altar.  The church and parish hall will be open all 
day on Good Friday, as well.  These holy three days challenge each Christian with 
our SaviorÕs question, ÒCould you not wait with me for one hour?Ó 
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Leadership 
Diocese of New Jersey 

 Bishop of New Jersey The Rt. Rev. George Councell 
 Assisting Bishop The Rt. Rev. Sylvestre D. Romero 

Parish of St.  Luke’s 
Rector 

The Rev. Dirk C. Reinken 
On Sabbatical until May 23 
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The Rev. Canon Joan Fleming 

Clergy Leadership during Sabbatical Period 

The Rev. Lisa E. Caton 
Clergy Assistance during Sabbatical Period 

Church Musician 
Charles E. “Chic” Walker 
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Joy Kubilewicz Allison Lazarus Adesola “Addie” Osanyinjobi 

Ivette Santiago-Green Meg Rich Lytisha “Tee” Williams 
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